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REDUCTION 
EPISCOPACY 


Unto the form of 
-SYNODICAL GOVEKNGEEN. | 


_- - 


Received in the Ancient Church, ed inthe Year 1644. 22a 
Expedient for the Prevention of thute Troubles X whichatcer- 
wards did ariſe about the manier of 


Cauurcuy GovernMENT 


EPISCOPAT 


AND 


PRESBY TERIAL. 


GOVERNMENT CONJOYNED. . 
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(6) The Exhorration of $:: Paut to the Elders of the Qhutch of | 


Ei 
The Redullion of Epiſco)ay unto the Form of « ng MF DOTY 
ived in the pnhay > <> , propoſed in the Tear 1641, as an'ex) 
ent for the prevention of thoſe Troubles which aftermards fre 6 
about the Matter of Church Governmem , Epiſcopal and Prechyterial * 
Government conjoyned, | ee REL 


By the.Reyerend B. Uſher, Primateof all Irelaag, ©" | 


; manded to adminiſterthe(a_) Dottrine and Sacraments . and 
ws 
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2: Y Order of the Church of England all Presbyters ate” cor? * 
; Rb F > & 


© Diſcipline of CHRIST, as the LORD hath commanded 
as this Realm hath received the fame: And char they m 
the berter underſtand what the Lord hath 'commanded Ther 


ſur be appointed to be read unto them at the rime'ot their 
tian ; Take heed to your ſelves, and to allthe Flock, ro whom the. * 
Holy Ghoft hath made you Overſeers to rule (e rhe Congregation of 
GOD, which he hath purchaſed with his Blood. wud 


(a) The book of Ordination. '(b) Ibex 48.20.27, 28." () womens 
ſo taken'in Math. 2. 6. and Rev. 12.8 19. 15- TILE 


Of the many Elders who in common thus ruled the Church of ; 
Epheſus, there was one Preſident whom our Saviour in his Epiſtle 
to:this Church: in a (peculiar-manner , ſtileth che. Angel of the 
Church of Ephrſus ; And Ignatins in another Epiſtle;/-wfincn about 
twelve years after, untotheſame Church,calleth the Biſhop'thereot, | 
Berwixt the Biſhops and Pregbytries of that Church ; 'what a/har- / 
monious conſentthere was in the ordering of the Church Govern- ; 
ment , the ſame Ignativs doth tully there declare by the Presbyrryy 
wich: /d) Sc: Paul underſtanding the community: of the. reſt. of £ | 
Presbyters or Elders who then had not only a. hand in\the Delivery” 
of the Doctrine and Sagraments, but alſo in the Adminiſtration of 
the Diſciplize of Chriſt, tor further proof of which we have that + - 
known Teltimony of Tertulljanin his General Appology for Chris 3} 
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fiians: . (e) In the ( are uſed. Exhorrations, Chaſtiſements, 
ted iy Onda, or Toadgement's given wihgicar AﬀYice, 
amongſt, thole who are cerraia they are in che light of GOD, qd 
iris the Chicfeſt forchhewiag of che fas ment that is rocome, if ahy 
man haye ſo offended that he be baniſh:d from the communi of 
Prayer, and of the Aflemblic, and of all holy Fellowſhip. The 
Preſidents that: Rate. therein are certain approved Elders who have 
obtained this Honour, not by reward but by good report, who were 
no other ashe binſelf-intimares elſewhere, but theſe from (f)whole 
hands they uſed to receive the Eucharift. 


& (<) 4,7: pony xrpry (ry gy & ſors yaa, nem & judicatur 
magna can pandere #3.a)nd certos de Dei conſpetu ſunmmumgue futuri ju- 
- dich prejudicin oft, . fi quis ita deliquerit. ut a communicatione Drationis 
eonvemts & onnis 5 anti Commerctj relegetur Preſident probati quique Seni- 
ores bonorem iftum non pretio ſed Teſtimonio adepti. Tercul. Apolog.Cap. 3g. 
(f). Nee de aliornum.manibs: quam prefidentium ſuminzs id de: Corons 
militis Cap. JO. 


' For-wich the Biſhop who was chief Preſident; and therefore ftiled 
by the ſame Tertullan in another place ſummur ſocerdos (g) for Di- 
ſtintions ſake the Reſt of the Diſpenſers of the Ford and Sacraments 
joyned-ifthe:common Government of the Church. ' And' thete- 
fore where'in matters of Ecelefiaftical Judicature,- Cornelins the. Bi 
ſhop of Reme uſed) the received Borm of (h) gath:ring cogertict the 
prerbytries. Ob what perſons that did confiſt ; Cyprian ſufficiently de- 
| clarcth whenhewiſheth him torread his Lerrers' to the i) Flouriſhs/ 
\ ing Cleryy which did there preſide and rule with him, the preſence 
| ofthe Clergy being ſo'requilitein their Opinion in mattersof Eccle- 


i (8) Dandi quidem Baptiſmi babet 6jnr- ſunmus Sacerddr qui eft Epiſcopuy ' 
'5 ine Prptrte- 44-de Raptilmo'Cap. 7. ' WO 
FF [h] onniatiuadme perlato placuit contrahi Presbyterium Cornet apud 
 Cyprianum Ep: 46. 
 (D Florentiſſmo illic Clerotecum prefidentiCyp. Epiſt.z5 ad Cornelium. 
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fiaſtick Audience; and that in the Council of Grobes it was .con- 
cluded; (kh tharthe Biſhop may hear no mans Cauſe without” the: ) 
preſence of the Clergy , which we find'alſo - ro be | ipferied in” the + 
Carions of Egbert who was Archbiſhop-of Tk; atd afterwards in 
the Body of the (m) Canon Law irlelf ” | 


(k) Ur Epiſcopicr nulins etviſam endiet abſyuc preſenti2 Clericoran ſus 
rh , alioqui Rs erit ſontentiq' Epiſcopt nifi Cleticorums fententi& corfirme- * 
1h, Colic: Cathay; 4 Cap, 23- | 32'S © Lb 

(1m) 1 5; 4 Cap, Nullet. | 


True ir is in our Chutch , this kind of Presbyterial Government. 
harh'beeriforigdiſufed , -yer'tring i ſtiil profefiech 'thar every Po; 
a ins (obs Yom EY Wee d-hopiv Difeſptins — 
Go? was alſogiyen tothem) and ro Adminiſter the: Difeſptuns: of: Ghrift|. 
as well a+-t6dilpenſt the Doftrine and'Sacrarnen's;and the reſtraine ' 
of the exerciſe of that Right proceedeth only from the Cuſtom now 5 
r&eiv'd inthis Realm , no man'can doubt bur by another Law of | 
the Land the hinderatice may be wellremov'd , aid how cafily 
this Anticfit form of Government might be reviwd” againby chews -* 
united Suffrages of the Clergy , and wich what little ſhew of Alte» 
ration the Synodical Conventions of the Paſtors of every Paroch , 
might be accorded with the Preſidency of the Biſhops of each Dio- 
ceſs and Province : The indifferent Reader may quickly perceive 
by the peruſal of che Enſuing Propolicions. 
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1. In every Paroclt the Refor or Inciembent Pator together with 
the Charch Wardens, may every week take notice of (uch aslive {cat- 
daJouſly in that Congregation, who are to receive ſuch ({everal Ad- 
monitions and reproofs, as the qualiry of their off-nce ſhall de- 
ſerve: And if by this means they'carinor be rechim'd, they may 
be preſented to the next Monthly Sywed, and m the meantime de- 
barred by the Paftor from acceſs to the Lords Table. 


2. Wherea 


MA. 

2. Whereas by a Statute in the 26 vear of King” Henry the S4Þ; 
( reviy'd-1n the firſt year of Queen Elizabeth) Suffragants are appoint- 
cd to be: Etected;,. in 26 ſeveral places of this Kingdom , the num- 
berof chem'might very. well be confornr'd unto che number. of the 
Rural Deanries into which every Dieceſs is lubdivided , which being: 
done the Suffragants ſupplying the place of thoſe , who in the An- 
tient\Church were called Choreprſeopi , might every monerh Aſſ-m- 
ble a Synodof.all the Reffors or Incumbent Paſtors within the PrecinR, 
and according to the Major part of their voices, conclude. 
all matrers that ſhall be brought into debate before them. 
To this Synod the Refors and Church Wardens , might pre- 
ſent tuch -Impenirent perlons as by Admonitions and Suf- 
penſion/from: the Sacremenes would not be Reformed , who if they 
ſhouldtill cemain-contumacious and incorrigible., the ſentence of 
Exemmunicetim ' might be decreed - againſt them by the Synyd, 
and accordingly executed in the -Parioch- where they lived. Hirhep.. . 
to., alſo all thingsthat concern'd the Parochial Minifters might be 
refer'd whither they did couch the DoQtrine, or Converſation , as. 
alſo-the Cenſure of all new Opinions and Herefics which did ariſe 
within that Circuit, with liberty of Appeal, it n:ed ſo require uns 
to che Diocefian Synod. 

The Dioceſian Synod might be held once or twice in the Year, as 
it ſhould be thought moſt convenient , therein all the Suffragants , 
and the reſt of the Refiors , and Incumbent Paſtors, or a certain Sele& 
number of eyery Deanrie within the Dioceſs might meer, with whoſe 
conſent or the Major part of them , all things might be concluded 
by the Biſhop or - Ck) Superintendent ( call him whither you will, orin 
his Abſence by one of the Swffragants, whom he ſhall depute in hi, 
ſtcad ro be Moderator of that Aſſembly. 


(kk), 17:T3omerret "Mi Superintendentes wnds & nomen Epiſcapi Traum eft. 
Hlieronymas Epiſt; 35 ad Evagrium. | | 


Here all matters of greater moment might be taken into confi- 
deration, andthe orders of the Moncrhly Synodsreviled and it need 
be reformed. And it here alſo any matters of great difficulty could 
notreceive a full determination.ir might. be referted to the next 


\ - Provincial 01. National Synod. EE: 


' 14 The Provincial Syned might confiſt of all the Biſbopr and Suffts- 
-> , and ſuch others ofthe Clergy as ſhould be Elefted our of every 
Dioceſs. within the Province, the Archbiſhop of either Province 
might be Moderator of the Meeting or in his room lome of the Biſhops 
appointed by him, and all matters be ordercd therein by common 
conſent asin the former Aſſemblies. 

This Synod muſt be held every third year, and it the Parliemeng 
dothen fit ( according to the Aﬀtof a Trennial Parliament , ) both the 
Archhiſhops and provincisl Synods of the Land might join together, and 
make up 2 Nariommsl Council, wherein all Appeals trom inferiour Sy< 
nods might be reccived , all their Ats examined , and all Ecclefia- 
ftical Conftitutions , which concern the State of the Church of the 
whole Nation eſtabliſhed, | 


